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MACBETH BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
DIRECTOR ANTONI CIMOLINO

Grade Recommendation
Suitable for Grade 5 and up.

Student Matinée Dates
May 3, 5, 10, 12, 17, 20, 25; June 7, 16, 23, 29; 
September 8, 16, 20, 23, 27, ; October 5, 6, 11, 19, 20.

About the Play
The only one of Shakespeare’s plays to deal with Scottish 
history, Macbeth was probably written to honour the 
Scottish origins of his new monarch. (When Queen 
Elizabeth I died, James VI of Scotland became James I of 
England and Scotland, thus establishing the Stuart dynasty.) 
Shakespeare wrote his last 12 or 13 plays during James’s 
reign, which lasted until 1625. Macbeth also refl ects 
James’s strong interest (and fearful belief) in witchcraft.

Shakespeare’s principal source was Raphael Holinshed’s 
Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland (1587), the 
Scottish part of which was derived from the Scotorum 
Historiae of Hector Boece (1526). Shakespeare picked 
incidents from various reigns and altered the chronicle records 
for dramatic reasons. Holinshed’s Chronicles gave him much 
of his information on witchcraft, including the scene in which 
the weird sisters prophesy to Macbeth and Banquo.

Shakespeare drew his inspiration for the character of 
Lady Macbeth (along with other details in the play) not from 
accounts of Gruoch, the wife of the historical Macbeth, but 
from Holinshed’s description of the wife of an earlier Scottish 
regicide named Donwald, who murdered King Duff  in 967. 
Holinshed wrote: “But speciallie his wife lay sore upon him 
to attempt the thing, as she that was verie ambitious, burning 
with unquenchable desire to be a queen.”

Synopsis
Returning from victory on the battlefi eld where they have 
helped crush a rebellion against King Duncan of Scotland, 
the warriors Macbeth and Banquo are accosted by three 
mysterious women. These “weird sisters” greet Macbeth 
as Thane of Cawdor – a title belonging to one of the 
vanquished rebels – and predict he will subsequently 
become king. But his successors on the throne, they say, 
will be Banquo’s descendents, not his.

Part of this prophecy is fulfi lled shortly afterwards, when 
Duncan rewards Macbeth by bestowing on him the newly 

executed Cawdor’s title; Macbeth’s prospect of becoming 
king, however, seems dimmed when Duncan names his son 
Malcolm as his successor. Urged on by his wife, Macbeth 
decides to take matters into his own hands. He murders 
Duncan as he sleeps, while Lady Macbeth contrives to 
throw suspicion on the king’s own attendants. Fearing for 
their safety, Malcolm and his brother Donalbain fl ee, and 
Macbeth assumes the throne.

In an attempt to consolidate his power, he then orders the 
murder of Banquo and his son, Fleance – but that deed, far 
from bringing him peace, has consequences as terrifying as 
they are unexpected. Haunted by the spectre of his guilt, 
Macbeth consults the weird sisters, who assure him that he 
need fear no man born of woman and that his position will 
be secure until the nearby Birnam wood is seen to move.

Meanwhile, as Macbeth’s rule degenerates further into a 
reign of terror, the nobleman Macduff  persuades Malcolm 
to return from his self-imposed exile in England in order 
to claim the throne. As Macbeth prepares to defend his 
crown, he discovers too late the fatal ambiguity of the weird 
sisters’ prophecies.
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Content Advisory for Students
Contains some sexual innuendo and violence.

Curriculum Connections and Links
1. All Grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 
 Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All Grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Gr. 5 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying/Abuse.)
4. Gr. 5 Social Studies (People and Environments: Role of 
 Government and Responsible Citizenship)
5. Gr. 5 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying/Violence; 
 Emotional Interpersonal Stresses)
6. Gr. 6 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Positive Social 
 Interaction and Conflict Management)
7. Gr. 7-8 Health and PE (Healthy Living: Mental Health; 
 Bullying/Harassment, Impact of Violent Behaviour)
8. Gr. 12 Social Sciences and Humanities (World Cultures: 
 Power Relations)

Themes
• Power
• Ambition
• Gender
• Good governance vs. tyranny
• The supernatural
• Time
• Fate and free will

Motifs
• Hallucinations
• Violence
• Prophecy
• Nature / natural world
• Children
• Blood
• Sleep

Enrichment
Study Guide* available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Prologues* (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 3, 5; June 29; 
September 8, 16, 27; October 5.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by 
calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let Us Take Care of Lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime (must be ordered 
two weeks in advance) and Student Deli Lunch Buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre Etiquette
Respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When the lights 
dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the actors on 
stage. Be sure to turn off mobile devices and refrain from 
texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful to the 
actors who are telling the story.

Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, smiles, 
giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off your 
presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Support for the 2016 season of the Festival Theatre is generously 
provided by Claire & Daniel Bernstein.

Production support is generously provided by Jane Petersen Burfield 
& family, by Barbara & John Schubert, by the Tremain family and by 
Chip & Barbara Vallis
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